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COMMUNITY EVENTS: 

SATURDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER Advance notice of a ‘Not the Michaelmas Fair’ community event on 

September 11th, in the field behind the Community Centre.  There will be stalls, and a chance to 

meet up with friends and neighbours out in the open. If you are interested in having a stall, or 

helping with one, please send us a message and we’ll put you in touch with the organiser. 

 18 – 26 SEPTEMBER 2021  THE CLIMATE COALITION 

A NATIONAL WEEK OF EVENTS CELEBRATING ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE   

In September communities across the country will join together for the Great Big Week.   
https://greatbiggreenweek.com It will be the biggest event for climate and nature ever in 
the UK, and everyone’s invited! hese will range from art installations, to concerts to 
community stalls, to climate cafes, and everything in between; hosted by teachers, bus 
drivers, sport clubs, artists, community groups, places of worship, builders and anyone who 
cares about climate change. 
Great Big Green Week community hubs will celebrate local activity, raise the profile of 
climate change and show why it is relevant to your community and local decision makers. 
 
 THE WAY WE LIVE:  

Health: The largest ever international study of people with long Covid has identified more 
than 200 symptoms and prompted researchers to call for a national screening programme. 
UCL .  The study found the myriad symptoms of long Covid – from brain fog and 
hallucinations to tremors and tinnitus – spanned 10 of the body’s organ systems, and a third 
of the symptoms continued to affect patients for at least six months. 

A national screening programme would help produce a better understanding of how many 
people are affected and the kind of support they would need, the researchers said.   

WHAT WE EAT:                           Cellular nuggets   . 

Many people don’t want, can’t afford or don’t have access to organic, free-range, farm-to-
fork meat and produce. What they can get are nuggets. Meanwhile, experts on the 
environmental impacts of the food system mostly concur that we need to eat much less 
meat. Some propose vegetarian and vegan diets as solutions. And even meat-inclusive 
proposals, like the EAT-Lancet commission’s model diet, recommend steep reductions, 
especially in the global north, and suggest a move away from the factory farming model of 
meat production. This is where cellular agriculture comes in. The thing that could help solve 
the chickenisation of our food system is not pasture-raised hens, but mass-produced 
chickenless nuggets. cellular agriculture, at a big enough scale, could help restructure 
agricultural land use by reducing demand for animal feed, thereby opening up space for 
more progressive food politics.    Full article in Logic, a technology magazine 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/31/avoiding-meat-and-dairy-is-single-biggest-way-to-reduce-your-impact-on-earth
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/may/31/avoiding-meat-and-dairy-is-single-biggest-way-to-reduce-your-impact-on-earth
https://www.thelancet.com/commissions/EAT


WHAT WE EAT ----------NATIONAL FOOD STRATEGY- TWO YEARS IN THE MAKING, RUBBISHED IN  

TWO MINUTES.  Henry Dimbleby  and a team of dedicated experts worked for over 2 years to 
carefully construct a national food strategy, providing food for children where it’s needed, funding 

itself with  a new sugar and salt tax, modelled on the soft drinks levy ,and estimated to be 
worth around £3bn a year.  

The prime minister appeared to dismiss this proposal straight away.   Around 20% of the 
UK’s emissions come from food; when imports are added, the total is a great deal 
more  Three in 10 British adults over 45 are obese. We eat five times more crisps than in 
1972, and vastly more ultra-processed foods than many of our European neighbours (50% of 
all food, compared with 13% in Italy). The pandemic has exacerbated many of these trends, 
for example increasing consumption of takeaways. Food inequalities are enormous, with 
children in the most deprived areas three times as likely as other children to have tooth 
decay at age five. 

 

GOOD NEWS MIGHT BE ON THE WAY FOR FARMED ANIMALS. - The European Commission 
has announced it will propose a ban on cages for hens, pigs, calves, rabbits, ducks, geese 
and quail!  Compassion in world Farming 

WHERE TO LIVE ; COUNTRIES BEST SUITED TO SURVIVE A GLOBAL COLLAPSE.       

                New Zealand, Iceland, the UK, Tasmania and Ireland are the places best suited to 
survive a global collapse of society, according to a study.  The researchers said human 
civilisation was “in a perilous state” due to the highly interconnected and energy-intensive 
society that had developed and the environmental damage this had caused.     A collapse 
could arise from shocks, such as a severe financial crisis, the impacts of the climate crisis, 
destruction of nature, an even worse pandemic than Covid-19 or a combination of these, 
the scientists said.  To assess which nations would be most resilient to such a collapse, 
countries were ranked according to their ability to grow food for their population, protect 
their borders from unwanted mass migration, and maintain an electrical grid and some 
manufacturing ability. Islands in temperate regions and mostly with low population 
densities came out on top. 

The researchers  highlighted the factors that nations must improve to increase resilience. 
They said that a globalised society that prized economic efficiency damaged resilience, and 
that spare capacity needed to exist in food and other vital sectors.  Billionaires have been 
reported to be buying land for bunkers in New Zealand in preparation for an apocalypse. 
“We weren’t surprised New Zealand was on our list,” said Prof Aled Jones, at the Global 
Sustainability Institute, at Anglia Ruskin University, in the UK.  Jones added: “We chose that 
you had to be able to protect borders and places had to be temperate. So with hindsight it’s 
quite obvious that large islands with complex societies on them already [make up the list]. 

“We were quite surprised the UK came out strongly. It is densely populated, has 
traditionally outsourced manufacturing, hasn’t been the quickest to develop renewable 
technology, and only produces 50% of its own food at the moment. But it has the potential 
to withstand shocks.” The study, published in the journal Sustainability, said: “The globe-

https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2021/jul/15/boris-johnson-appears-to-rule-out-sugar-and-salt-tax-to-cut-junk-food-reliance
https://www.theguardian.com/food
https://e-activist.com/page/email/click/119/5428061?email=HzV6qD1QYPnze1mU7YXQa8EgYd9XjW5c&campid=AMtTIsmR5NCZkArzVWMSmA==
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/feb/15/why-silicon-valley-billionaires-are-prepping-for-the-apocalypse-in-new-zealand
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/15/8161/htm
https://www.mdpi.com/2071-1050/13/15/8161/htm


spanning, energy-intensive industrial civilisation that characterises the modern era 
represents an anomalous situation when it is considered against the majority of human 
history.” 

 New Zealand was found to have the greatest potential to survive relatively unscathed due 
to its geothermal and hydroelectric energy, abundant agricultural land and low human 
population density. 

Jones said major global food losses, a financial crisis and a pandemic had all happened in 
recent years, and “we’ve been lucky that things haven’t all happened at the same time – 
there’s no real reason why they can’t all happen in the same year”.He added: “As you start 
to see these events happening, I get more worriedWe need to start thinking about resilience 
much more in global planning. But obviously, the ideal thing is that a quick collapse doesn’t 
happen.”   

THE COVID-19 IMPACT INQUIRY REPORT The Health Foundation  the Covid -19 impact inquiry 
report : Unequal pandemic, fairer recovery 
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/reports/unequal-pandemic-fairer-recovery 

PLANNING- DEVELOPERS HELPED TO AVOID PLANNING FOR BIODIVERSITY NET GAIN. 

 Scientists claim that the government’s new rules on biodiversity net gain – designed to 
allow development without an overall reduction in nature – are easy to manipulate and 
difficult to enforce. The central problem is that habitats will be destroyed now, based on the 
promise that compensatory habitat will be created and maintained over the next 30 years, 
reports the Times. These may include gardens, even though developers cannot guarantee 
how these will be managed. The government refuted the claims, saying that the new 
Biodiversity Metric would ensure the integrity of the system – although the Guardian took 
aim at the tool itself in the week before. 

PLANNING AND CAR DEPENDENCY 

 https://airqualitynews.com/2021/07/29/feature-how-planning-leads-to-car-dependency/  

Transport is the number one source of greenhouse gas emissions in the UK, contributing to 
around 25% of carbon emissions, so tackling car dependency is crucial to fighting the 
climate emergency.  Research by Mobilityways suggests that 10bn kg of CO2 could be saved 
if people commuted by walking, cycling, taking public transport or car sharing – the 
equivalent of London’s total carbon emissions for almost four months.   

The role of planning in making transport more sustainable has historically been ignored. 
However, the recent Department for Transport decarbonisation plan did identify that 
planning plays a role in achieving its environmental aims, although it did not make any 
promises for the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government, who are 
responsible for planning reform. 

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/wildlife-rules-too-easy-to-manipulate-by-builders-llg5snvnk
https://deframedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/07/27/times-reporting-on-biodiversity-net-gain/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/21/biodiversity-metric-algorithm-natural-england-developers-blight-valuable-habitats-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/21/biodiversity-metric-algorithm-natural-england-developers-blight-valuable-habitats-aoe


He also noted that one of the primary complaints Transport for New Homes hears from 
people living in these estates and around them is about congestion, which will not be solved 
by replacing petrol cars with electric vehicles. 

SOLUTIONS FOR TRANSPORT ISSUES IN NEW DEVELOPMENTS  There are three main ways 
that transport issues for new developments can be solved, according to Steve Chambers. 

1. Location – building developments as extensions of existing towns would make the 
more sustainable by nature, as people would be able to walk and cycle to existing 
amenities and jobs. 

2. Scale – often developments are built on a small scale, meaning they do not support 
trip generators, shops, schools or employment. If developments are built remotely, 
they need to be built at a scale where they can have everything residents to need so 
they do not have to travel elsewhere. 

3. Infrastructure – developers need to ensure that streets are laid out to facilitate 
walking and cycling, with different developments linked up and safe end-to-end 
cycle routes. Bus services should also go into estates, and developers need to 
consider whether rail or trams are possible. 

https://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/homes-without-jams-join-the-campaign/  

Planning needs to be reformed. But the Government’s proposals threaten more traffic and 
pollution. Transport for New Homes is calling for Homes Without Jams.Our country needs 
more homes. What we don’t need is more sprawling, car-dependent estates far from town 
centres and public transport links. Right now, too many housing developments lack local 
shops and services, decent public transport and cycle routes. Some streets even lack 
pavements. The result is that the people who live there must drive for almost every journey: 
a recipe for traffic, air pollution and climate change. 

Now the Government wants to reform the planning system – but its proposals threaten to 
make things worse. The outcome would be more big housing estates in the countryside 
connected by more roads.  Planning needs to be reformed. But not like this. 

CLIMATE CHANGE:  

 Weatherwatch: rainfall and heat records smashed in July  Catastrophic floods hit Germany 

and Belgium while temperature hits 54.4C in Death Valley                    A new Met Office 

study, published in the journal Climatic Change, found that the higher the level of global 

warming, the projected increase in frequency or severity or both will be stronger for hot 

weather, droughts and flooding in the UK. These high-impact weather events can cause 

significant disruption across the UK affecting sectors such as health, transport, agriculture 

and energy. The number of extremely hot days in the UK could increase four-fold   

Currently days exceeding 25.0°C could rise from around 10 days a year now (range 8-11 

days) to 37 days (range 32-46 days with a 4.0°C rise in global warming.  T he number of days 

of high-impact heavy rainfall in the UK leading to severe weather warnings could rise by 

three days per year  

Currently, there are around 7 days per year (range 6-9 days) in England and Wales with 

https://www.transportfornewhomes.org.uk/homes-without-jams-join-the-campaign/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-021-03100-5


intense and prolonged rainfall that could lead to river flooding. With a 4.0°C rise in global 

temperature this could rise to 11 days per year (range 10-13 days).  

Under a 2.0°C rise in global temperature it is expected England and Wales will receive 9 days 

(range 8-10 days) of intense and prolonged rainfall.  

Climate scientists  have been shocked by the scale of floods in Germany. Deluge raises fears 
human-caused disruption is making extreme weather even worse than predicted . 
After the deadly heatwave in the US and Canada, where temperatures rose above 49.6C two 
weeks ago, the deluge in central Europe has raised fears that human-caused climate 
disruption is making extreme weather even worse than predicted. Precipitation records 
were smashed across a wide area of the Rhine basin on Wednesday, with devastating 
consequences. At least 58 people have been killed, tens of thousands of homes flooded and 
power supplies disrupted. 
 
GREENLAND MELTING RAPIDLY  
Greenland: enough ice melted on single day to cover Florida in two inches of water 30/7 The 
deluge of melting has reached deep into Greenland’s enormous icy interior, with data from 
the Danish government showing that the ice sheet lost 8.5bn tons of surface mass on 
Tuesday alone. A further 8.4bn tons was lost on Thursday, the Polar Portal monitoring 
website reported.   
 
FLOODING FUNDING IN THE UK Flooding: Record funding for new flood defences in England:  
 For the relief and protection that they will bring to large numbers of people living in flood-
prone areas, last week’s announcements of record funding for new defences in England, 
along with new guidance and insurance rules, must therefore be welcomed. Disastrous 
floods in Belgium, Germany and China, and the horror of the North American “heat dome”, 
have alarmed scientists and focused minds.  
 

RESTORATION IN CHESHIRE A 10-mile stretch of Cheshire’s countryside is to be restored by 
conservationists from Chester Zoo, reports the BBC. 

CONTINUED HOUSE BUILDING IN FLOOD ZONES IN THE UK    Will this ever change? 

Ministers’ willingness to confront the powerful construction industry is doubtful. With one 

in 10 of all new homes in England since 2013 built on land at high risk of flooding, and 

environmental standards on new builds disgracefully low, here is another reason to worry 

both about the government’s reliance on developers for donations, and the wider 

economy’s overreliance on property sales. Adapting to the climate crisis requires squaring 

up to vested interests, just as limiting it through emissions cuts does. The risks of not doing 

both grow ever clearer 

HEATWAVES AND METHANE. The Siberian heatwave of 2020 led to new methane emissions 
from the permafrost, according to research. Emissions of the potent greenhouse gas are 
currently small, the scientists said, but further research is urgently needed. Methane is 84 
times more powerful in trapping heat than carbon dioxide over a 20-year period and has 
caused about 30% of global heating to date. Its concentration in the atmosphere is now 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/europe-news
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/14/firefighter-drowns-and-army-deployed-amid-severe-flooding-in-germany
http://polarportal.dk/en/greenland/surface-conditions/
http://polarportal.dk/en/greenland/surface-conditions/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/29/record-funding-for-flood-defences-in-england-as-climate-crisis-worsens-risks
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/16/western-germany-floods-angela-merkel-horror-catastrophe-deaths-missing-search-flooding-belgium
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/26/chinese-discuss-role-climate-crisis-china-deadly-floods
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jul/16/climate-scientists-shocked-by-scale-of-floods-in-germany
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-merseyside-57998928
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2021/jul/12/tories-have-unhealthy-financial-reliance-on-property-developers-says-report
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/apr/26/boris-johnson-tories-economy-rising-house-prices-wages


at two and a half times pre-industrial levels and continuing to rise, but most of this has 
come from fossil fuel exploitation, cattle, rice paddies and waste dumps. 

Greenhouse Gas Accounting Greenhouse gas accounting tool update  

The Greenhouse Gas Accounting Tool, developed by Local Partnerships and the LGA, 
provides a consistent approach for councils seeking to calculate their own carbon baseline 
and has been updated to incorporate Scope Three council emissions reporting and also a 
revised set of carbon intensity factors. The tool, which is freely available for all councils in 
England, produces summary tables and charts to help councils understand their most 
significant sources of emissions, which can then be used to prioritise actions to reduce 
carbon emissions. Councils are also able to benchmark their emissions with others on LG 
Inform. 

PLASTICS                      Researchers find fragments in innards of species that have adapted to 
develop in open ocean, which has highly polluted areas.  oung marine turtles are 
swallowing large quantities of plastic, with ocean pollution changing habitats that were once 
ideal for their development into a risk, researchers have found. 

The impact of plastic on wildlife is a growing area of research, and studies have revealed 
harrowing cases of marine animals sustaining injuries or dying after ingesting such 
material or becoming entangled in it.   One study estimated that between 4.8m and 12.7m 
tonnes of plastic entered the world’s oceans in 2010 alone, while a recent review by the 
Australian government’s science agency, CSIRO, found that animals across 80 different 
species, including turtles, were being killed by ingesting plastic. 

Now researchers studying young sea turtles, ranging from hatchlings to those with shells 
under 50cm in size, say the presence of plastic in the world’s oceans means evolutionary 
adaptations that once helped the creatures thrive are putting them at risk. 

CUTE FURRY ANIMALS:  BABY BEAVER  named after footballer Marcus Rashford by popular 

vote. Rashford is the first kit to be born on Exmoor for 400 years. 

 

 A BEAVER PASS  has been constructed under the  mainland line in the Highlands, reports 

the Scotsman. 

BISONS  and their Rangers:  The UK has its first ever bison rangers, thanks to a project 

aiming to reintroduce bison to a woodland in Kent, reports the BBC. 

NORTHERN POOL FROG  returns to Breckland.   he northern pool frog, England’s rarest 
amphibian, has been returned to a Breckland nature reserve, reports the Eastern Daily 
Press. 
 
WHAT WE WEAR:     

 Firm seeks funding for ‘performance sneakers’ made from coffee waste 

Finnish firm Rens says shoes made from used grounds and recycled plastic will be climate 
neutral innish footwear firm Rens launched an online fundraising campaign for its latest 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/23/climate-crisis-co2-hits-new-record-despite-covid-19-lockdowns
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/may/06/cut-methane-emissions-rapidly-fight-climate-disasters-un-report-greenhouse-gas-global-heating
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MjkuNDM4NDEzNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xvY2FscGFydG5lcnNoaXBzLm9yZy51ay9ncmVlbmhvdXNlLWdhcy1hY2NvdW50aW5nLXRvb2wvIn0.PHajdLeuD0pdViNH5OwnXG1blEnsqHScQEtTWRuBlLo/s/638395129/br/110080628426-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MjkuNDM4NDEzNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xnaW5mb3JtLmxvY2FsLmdvdi51ay9yZXBvcnRzL3ZpZXcvbGdhLXJlc2VhcmNoL2xvY2FsLXBhcnRuZXJzaGlwc2xnYS1yZXNlYXJjaC1yZXBvcnQtZ3JlZW5ob3VzZS1nYXMtYWNjb3VudGluZy10b29sP21vZC1hcmVhPUUxMDAwMDAzMiZtb2QtZ3JvdXA9Q3VzdG9tX2JlNTVmMjU3NzA2ZDQyMzg4YmZlMDcwN2YwMDg4ZGJlJm1vZC10eXBlPW5hbWVkQ29tcGFyaXNvbkdyb3VwIn0.pXG1YA2u7vrhHGo-PO9pRPhI90GSOozRu9LGQH-URpI/s/638395129/br/110080628426-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA3MjkuNDM4NDEzNDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2xnaW5mb3JtLmxvY2FsLmdvdi51ay9yZXBvcnRzL3ZpZXcvbGdhLXJlc2VhcmNoL2xvY2FsLXBhcnRuZXJzaGlwc2xnYS1yZXNlYXJjaC1yZXBvcnQtZ3JlZW5ob3VzZS1nYXMtYWNjb3VudGluZy10b29sP21vZC1hcmVhPUUxMDAwMDAzMiZtb2QtZ3JvdXA9Q3VzdG9tX2JlNTVmMjU3NzA2ZDQyMzg4YmZlMDcwN2YwMDg4ZGJlJm1vZC10eXBlPW5hbWVkQ29tcGFyaXNvbkdyb3VwIn0.pXG1YA2u7vrhHGo-PO9pRPhI90GSOozRu9LGQH-URpI/s/638395129/br/110080628426-l
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/19/endangered-animals-get-entangled-plastics-riddle-us-oceans
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/19/endangered-animals-get-entangled-plastics-riddle-us-oceans
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/oct/04/florida-turtle-dies-plastic-pieces
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/oct/04/florida-turtle-dies-plastic-pieces
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/347/6223/768?ijkey=a878f9ea466b42fb93465bbdfe27fc690bed5fa4&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/347/6223/768?ijkey=a878f9ea466b42fb93465bbdfe27fc690bed5fa4&keytype2=tf_ipsecsha
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/dec/14/deadliest-plastics-bags-and-packaging-biggest-marine-life-killers-study-finds
https://www.scotsman.com/news/environment/network-rail-builds-scotlands-first-beaver-tunnel-under-the-highland-mainline-3320724
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-kent-58006298
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/rare-northern-pool-frog-reintroduced-to-thompson-common-8186200
https://www.edp24.co.uk/news/rare-northern-pool-frog-reintroduced-to-thompson-common-8186200


sustainable trainer on Tuesday, which it claims will be climate neutral in its production, 
packaging and transport. The latest launch indicates a growing trend for athletic wear made 
from recycled materials, alongside a growing consciousness of the importance and 
feasibility of more sustainable consumer products more broadly. 

In June, the market analyst Mintel said it was seeing more and more brands releasing 
athletic wear made from recycled materials, citing as an example the French outdoor brand 
Salomon, which released a running shoe with an upper made from recycled polyester that 
can be recycled again into new thread for fabric. 

Mintel predicted that brands switching to sustainable production processes and schemes to 
encourage the return of used products could benefit in the future. 

WILDFLOWERS , FORESTS AND MEADOWS 

Volunteers have covered the coalfield sites of East Ayrshire in native wildflower seeds, 

reports the Herald. 

Grasslands  rasslands | Three charities – the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, Butterfly 

Conservation and Plantlife – have joined forces to persuade the UK government to make 

grasslands and meadows a priority at the COP26 conference in Glasgow this November. The 

coalition, known as Grasslands+, points out that 30% of the earth’s carbon is stored in 

grassland sinks, meaning that they are “every bit as important as forests and other 

ecosystems in the fight against greenhouse gases.” The website points out that the UK has 

lost 97% of its meadows and other species-rich grasslands over the last 100 years. The 

Independent covered the story. In a separate campaign, charities have written to the 

government urging it to extend the UK’s hedgerow network by 40% by 2050 to support 

nature restoration and climate change efforts. 

What is Rewilding- transforming an ecologically degraded part of Britain’s uplands, grazing, 

monoculture, wildlife variety low, erosion 

FORESTRY 

| The Forestry Commission has published a series of public opinion surveys, covering 

England and the UK, Scotland and Wales. Although each survey was framed differently, all 

three indicate strong public support for more trees or woodlands: 63% of respondents in 

Scotland wanted more woodland where they live; 82% of respondents in England thought 

more trees should be planted to address climate change; and over half of respondents in 

Wales want public funding for urban trees and accessible woodland 

TIME SPENT IN WOODLAND BRINGS HEALTH | A study published in the journal Nature 

Sustainability has found that higher daily exposure to woodland – but not grassland – 

improves cognitive development and mental health among adolescents. The researchers 

examined data for 3,600 young people across London, adjusting for variables such as 

socioeconomic background. 

 

https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/19466050.colour-wildlife-set-return-east-ayrshires-barren-coalfield-sites/?ref=rss
https://www.bumblebeeconservation.org/launching-grasslands-campaigning-to-protect-the-planets-grasslands/
https://grasslandsplus.org.uk/
https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-change/johnson-grassland-glasgow-climate-summit-b1889288.html
https://www.cpre.org.uk/news/open-letter-hedgerows-jul-21/
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/8116/POF_UK_Eng_2021.pdf
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/8118/POF_Scot_2021.pdf
https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/documents/8117/POF_Wales_2021.pdf
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41893-021-00751-1


NATURAL MEMORIALS -  | In the village of Llanrhos, North Wales, an ecological debate is 

brewing around how to bury the dead. With cemeteries approaching full capacity, the 

council must decide whether to extend one of the sites – but residents are concerned that it 

would eat into the existing landscape. The village reverend said that he didn’t believe that 

the extension would come at a cost to biodiversity. “If you were planning a housing estate 

then I might understand, but a cemetery can be a good ecological place that promotes local 

birds, insects and wildflowers,” he said. North Wales Pioneer covered the controversy. In 

another Welsh village, the council turned down a proposal for a natural burial site, reports 

WalesOnline. 

TOP WILDFLOWERS- Top wildflowers for insects,clover and selfheal were named by 

Plantlife. 

THE BIG BUTTERFLY COUNT  - THIS Year  sadly it ws a tale of woe.  UK Butterfly numbers 

were hit by a cold wet spring 

WHAT WE DRINIK   

T he water industry in England is failing to cut pollution from spills of raw sewage into rivers 
and coastal waters, the Environment Agency has said. 

Southern Water, which was fined a record £90m last week for dumping billions of litres of 
raw sewage into the sea, was one of the worst-performing companies in 2020, according to 
the EA report on Tuesday. 

In its annual performance assessment of the industry, the regulator said Southern Water 
was significantly failing to cut pollution for the second year in a row. South West Water was 
equally poor at reducing pollution into the environment, according to the report, which 
found that more than half of the serious pollution incidents in 2020 were caused by Anglian 
and Thames Water. 

AVIATION-  Ryanair to recruit 2,000 pilots over next three years after planes order 

Airline hopes more than 200 new Boeing 737 Max aircraft will help drive growth after 
pandemic 

HEATING OUR HOMES  

Pioneering scheme in Welsh capital uses groundwater boreholes to take advantage of urban 

warmth he BGS study also showed the potential for using the shallow groundwaters 

beneath Cardiff to generate about a quarter of the city’s heating needs. Many other towns 

and cities also sit on shallow groundwaters, and similar schemes could exploit this heat to 

reduce their carbon emissions.British Geological Survey 

Almost 400,000 UK households could be pushed into fuel poverty this winter as energy bills 
climb by almost 10% as a result of rising gas market prices. 

https://www.northwalespioneer.co.uk/news/19472097.llanrhos-cemetery-extension-benefit-biodiversity-says-aberconwy-mission-area-leader/
https://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/natural-burial-carmarthenshire-laugharne-council-21111381
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/environment-agency
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/water


At least 3 million homes in the UK are allready thought to be unable to afford their energy 
bills, and the number in fuel poverty could grow by 392,000 within the coming months. 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES    The UK’s competition authority has called for the government to 

intervene in the electric car charger market to prevent “charging deserts” and increase 

availability in locations outside London, which remain underserved. 

The Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) also said it had opened an investigation into 
the dominance of one provider, Electric Highway, in the fast-charging network at motorway 
service stations. 

Electric cars are a crucial part of the UK’s plan to reach net zero carbon emissions by 2050 as 
part of its effort to alleviate the climate crisis, and the government announced in 2020 that 
sales of new petrol and diesel cars would be banned by 2030. 

However, the industry has long argued that much more public investment is needed to solve 
a chicken and egg problem: some consumers are put off from buying an electric car because 
of poor charger availability but charger companies are unwilling to invest until enough 
consumers have bought them. 

Oxford city counil to develop EV strategy to support uptake of EVs across the city, chragin 
infrastructure.  

Electric vehicle homecharge scheme: number of charging devices installed - England 

In England, 36,517 charging devices were installed under the Electric Vehicle Homecharge 
Scheme in 2020, up from 22,334 in 2019. This installation investment amounted to £14.6 
million value of grants, up from £11.2 million in 2019. Surrey, with 1402, had the highest 
number of devices installed in 2020. Annual figures from 2015 have been published by the 
Department for Transport (DfT), as part of their electric vehicle charging infrastructure 
statistics. 

The government’s climate spokesperson, Allegra Stratton, has said that a diesel car suits her 
better than an electric, citing the time it takes to stop and recharge on a long 
journey.What’s the fuss? No fuss!’: readers on their electric vehicles 
A smooth, clean ride, no shortage of charging points and money saved are points 
highlighted by EV owners 

 Ev: ELECTRIC SPEEDBOATS A  team of former SpaceX rocket engineers have joined the race 
to build the first commercial electric speedboat. 

The Arc Boat company announced it had raised $4.25m (£3m) in seed funding to start work 
on a 24ft 475-horsepower craft that will cost about $300,000. 

The LA-based company, which is backed by venture capital firm Andreessen Horowitz (an 
early backer of Facebook and Airbnb), said the first model of the Arc One boat would be 
available for sale by the end of the year. 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/23/regional-disparities-in-electric-car-charging-points-revealed
https://www.theguardian.com/business/competition-commission
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/17/boris-johnson-announces-10-point-green-plan-with-250000-jobs
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/04/higher-price-of-electric-cars-a-concern-for-more-than-half-of-uk-consumers
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/02/diesel-car-suits-me-better-than-electric-says-pms-climate-spokesperson
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/aug/02/diesel-car-suits-me-better-than-electric-says-pms-climate-spokesperson
https://www.theguardian.com/science/spacex
https://arcboats.com/


CYCLING . James FitzGerald, co-founder of specialist logistics group E-cargobikes, says the 
company, which currently operates about 50 bikes in London carrying out several thousand 
deliveries a week for the Co-op and others, expects to have more than 1,500 bikes by April 
2023. 

The company has worked with more than one major supermarket to develop its own cargo 
bike, the first of which will be produced in the UK later this year. In the future, it aims to 
replace electric vans for home deliveries of groceries. 

“It’s faster, easier and cheaper,” he says. “The opportunity is massive.” 

 

 

 

 

 


