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THE WAY WE LIVE 

The impact of the Banwell Bypass:  Now that the planning for the Banwell Bypass is 

underway, people in Winscombe and Sandford have been thinking about their concerns 

about the impact of the bypass on our lives in the future, and also possible solutions for 

those concerns.  What is the environmental impact and carbon cost of the bypass road 

scheme, and what impact will this have on the Council’s climate emergency carbon 

reduction plans? Some thoughts on this have been posted in a short article on the village 

website ’ The Carbon Cost of the Banwell Bypass’.  

DON’T MISS THIS !    The Banwell Bypass Impact on biodiversity: Presentation by Dr Lincoln 

Garland  at 7 pm on Thursday  10th June by Zoom, on his ideas for a Banwell Bypass 

Greenway- the ‘Emerald Necklace’.  Don’t miss this very relevant and interesting 

presentation exploring the positive possibilities of the bypass scheme.  All welcome.  

COMMUNITY ACTION ON CLIMATE CHANGE:  

Locally, Green Wedmore has launched a new project hoping to get 1,000 properties in the 

village and surrounding area to instal solar panels.  Teaming up with a local company Sunlit 

Solar, to provide discounted solar packages, and a financing scheme through Lendology 

which is back by local councils to target home improvements and energy efficiency 

measures, with the added benefit of reducing fuel bills.  Wedmore is also home to the 

Wedmore Community Power Co-operative Ltd, set up in 2013 by local people, which has 

installed a 1mW photovoltaic plant  north of Wedmore, using funding from shareholding 

members.  

The Mendip Society is planning to extend its Heritage Grants Scheme, with small grants 

aiming to encourage schools, clubs and community groups and farmers to support 

biodiversity, by restoring old or creating new wildlife habitats, ponds, wildflower areas, 

hedges, walls, or community garden projects, connecting exiting woodland with new 

planting, benefiting wildlife, for the public good. 

The Somerset Climate Emergency Community Fund in association with the Centre for 

Sustainable Energy has given out grants totalling £1 million to local communities, to help 

them tackle the impacts of climate change in their area.  Community organisations and town 

and parish councils were invited to bid for grants between £5,00 and £75,000 for projects 
that can make a real difference, reduce carbon emissions locally, and improve the 

environment. Examples are retrofitting home improvements, installing solar panelling in 

Cheddar, creating new allotments in Coleford, and an environmental improvement plan at 

Shipham village school.   

The Food Forest Project is a community scheme to encourage wellbeing and grow 

sustainable food for people to enjoy for free, and has just opened a third site, Worthington 

Woods, in Wedmore.  



Wild Things Farm in  Pensford, is a family-run farm supported by volunteers, which has 

engaged in planting trees donated by local and national groups and local residents.  Wild 

Things Farm is described as an evolving project that aims to bring people together to 

produce food, which developing wonderful relationships with each other and with nature.  

A Patch Wilder is a new privately-owned conservation project near Shipham,  aiming to 

benefit wildlife and connect people with the environment around them, 

www.apatchwilder.com 

 

Sustainable living:  

The Vice President of the EU Commission, Frans Timmermans, gives a warning about how 

the way we live and work must change, to avert social disaster, reported in the press:  

‘Older people will have to make sacrifices in the fight against climate change or today’s 

children will face a future of fighting wars for water and food, just as the older generation 

did after the war ( World War 2) .  Any sacrifice would be mild for most, such as 

the inconvenience of having a house renovated to low-carbon standards, or switching to 

electric transport, and eating less meat. But for some it could involve a change of job or 

living patterns.’ 

Timmermans’ warnings reflect a growing concern among climate experts that politicians 

have failed to show people the benefits of a low-carbon society, which include cleaner air 

and water, more liveable cities, and higher levels of health and wellbeing, as well as 

defusing the climate crisis.  The main role for politicians was to make changes easier for 

some people in traditional industries, Timmerman said. Reskilling people in industries such 

as fossil fuel and power generation would be key. 

He pointed to Poland, which is highly dependent on coal. “They have a very high level of 

engineering, of education – there’s a huge potential there [in a low-carbon economy] for a 

country like Poland. And there simply isn’t any future in coal. The longer you protract [the 

change], the more painful and the more costly it will be.” 

Signing up to the Green Pensions  Charter: A call for UK businesses and companies to 

commit to green pensions :  

‘Money invested in pensions should support a clean, sustainable transition to a net zero 

world’,   write Christiana Figueres, Former executive secretary, United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change Nigel Topping UK high-level climate action champion, 

Cop26Richard Curtis Co-founder, Make My Money Matte rAmanda Mackenzie CEO, 

Business in the Community          ‘That’s why we are calling on all businesses to sign up to 

the green pensions charter. This commits signatories to making sure their company pension 

schemes achieve net zero emissions by 2050 at the latest – with a halving of emissions by 

2030.’ The UK pensions industry has reached a tipping point with major climate 

commitments coming from Scottish Widows, Aviva, Nest and the BT pension scheme, 

alongside powerful local government schemes, sparking a race to the top among providers 

determined to deliver the best outcomes for their members.   



As pension plan members, every member of the public can ask their pension provider not to 

invest in fossil fuel projects, or support a vote to divest from fossil fuels. 

Mental health:  

The value of wetlands for mental health: Hundreds of people experiencing poor mental 

health will be introduced to the natural beauty of wetlands under a “blue prescribing” 

scheme.  There is increasing evidence of the benefits of nature for mental health and 

wellbeing. A recent pilot wetlands project showed that people diagnosed with anxiety or 

depression moved up a clinical mental health grade, from below average to average.                                                                                                                             

Now a scheme will start this summer at the WWT London Wetland Centre in the UK with 

six-week wetlands courses co-designed by the WWT, the Mental Health Foundation and 

participants themselves. Activities could include birdwatching, pond dipping, nature walks 

and habitat protection work. Participants’ travel costs are to be funded and their progress 

assessed using standard medical questionnaires. Previous schemes involving activities such 

as wildlife volunteering noted clear improvements in mental health.  

YouGov polling for the Mental Health Foundation found that being near lakes, rivers and the 

sea – ahead of time spent in gardens, parks and the countryside – was rated the highest by 

people in terms of having a positive impact on their mental health.  Using nature as a 

therapy is part of a wider movement of social prescribing, where exercise, social activities, 

home improvements and other interventions are used as effective and often inexpensive 

treatments. 

The climate crisis is inflicting huge hidden costs on mental health, a study by Imperial 

College researchers finds. Heatwaves are increasing rates of suicide, extreme weather such 

as floods and wildfires are leaving victims traumatised, and loss of food security, homes and 

livelihoods is resulting in stress and depression. Anxiety about the future is also harming 

people’s mental health, especially the young, the scientists said in the report. 

How we communicate:  

Using Zoom and similar platforms could help older people avoid dementia, a study of 

communication habits of 50 to 90 year olds by the University of West London’s Geller 

Institute of Ageing and Memory, and the University of Manchester has found. Examining the 

impact over 15 years, the study, published in the Journals of Gerontology, found that people 

using only traditional communications such as face-to-face meetings and telephone 

communications experienced steeper memory decline than participants who enriched their 

social activity online  

How we travel:  

Low Traffic Neighbourhoods.  The debate about low traffic neighbourhoods has been 

tackled by a study commissioned by the BikeIsBest campaign, which used mapping data to 

identify 25,676 modal filters across the UK, including bollards, kerbs, planters and gates. The 

real number is likely to be significantly higher. Many are part of traffic-reduction schemes 

created over decades, now barely noticed.                                                                                    



Adam Tranter from BikeIsBest said the bulk of these filters were “part of everyday life for 

communities and have brought no known concerns about traffic displacement or 

emergency service access”. He said: “There’s been a lot in the news about LTNs, but the 

reality is that these are not new concepts. They are a natural response by councils to the 

changing traffic patterns as cities grow, and have become a standard feature in the design of 

new towns since the 1960s.”                                                                                                                

“The term ‘low-traffic neighbourhoods’ has become a bit of a rallying cry for the anti-cycling 

lobby, but as this research shows, while it’s a new name, the idea itself isn’t,” said Duncan 

Dollimore, Cycling UK’s head of campaigns. “It should come as no surprise that people want 

less traffic where they live, that they want a place where the air is clean and their children 

can play in safety. What is baffling is the resistance to something which creates streets for 

people, improves our towns and cities and has been around for decade.”                              

Mary Creagh, the chief executive of Living Streets, which campaigns for more everyday 

walking, said: “Low-traffic neighbourhoods have been around for decades, supported by the 

silent majority of people who want healthier, safer streets. It’s time for town and city 

leaders to switch from grey to green, and build back better in communities post-Covid.” 

ELECTRIC VEHICLES 

EV drivers are moving towards on-street charging, but the lack of charging infrastructure is 

still a main concern, according to a new survey conducted on behalf of EV charging specialist 

CTEK.   The survey revealed that there is a gradual move away from home charging, with 

more than a third (37%) of EV drivers now predominantly using public charge points, but the 

availability and reliability of the UK charging infrastructure remain a concern with a third of 

existing and potential EV drivers. The survey also revealed that while environmental 

concerns were a key reason for early EV adoption, it is now way down the list for drivers 

who are considering the switch.  

New EV charging points are on the way: Ofgem announced at the end of May that it would 

build infrastructure for 3,550 new ultra -rapid charging points on motorways and in towns, 

boosted by £300m funding.  

A new neighbourhood EV charging scheme which is taking off, may help: people with home 

charging points can rent them out to neighbours who haven’t, at a time and price fixed in 

advance.   Go to  https://co-charger.com/  

New project aims to tackle transport-related exclusion : Sustrans has teamed up with the 

University of West England to address the transport-related barriers faced by young people 

in the UK.    The project, titled Transport to Thrive will explore why transport is important to 

young peoples’ ability to reach the opportunities they need to become thriving and healthy 

adults. Running until August 2023, the project will produce insights and outputs that are 

useful for supporting policy and industry action. It will bring together an interest group of 

policy and industry stakeholders that are committed to tackling the transport-related 

barriers that young people face.                                                                                                                    

A panel of young volunteers will also be recruited to share their experiences and to guide 

project priorities. 

 



ENERGY  

Biomethane     The world’s largest biomethane refuelling station is set to open in Bristol. 

The new refuelling station will allow major brands, including Warburtons, Hermes and Farm 

Foods to deliver their products using low-carbon fuels.  Sourced from food waste, the 

biomethane fuel is currently the most environmentally friendly and cost-effective 

alternative to diesel when it comes to powering HGVs.  The Avonmouth station will be 

capable of refuelling 8 HGVs an hour from 14 high-speed dispensers. 

Renewables and Wind:       North Sea green energy could overtake oil and gas by 2030, a 

study by Robert Gordon University, Aberdeen, has found, the number of green jobs climbing 

to 65% of the offshore energy sector to 65% by 2030.    

The research found that the number of green jobs off the UK’s coastlines is likely to climb 

from 20% of the country’s offshore energy sector to 65% by the end of the decade in a 

“significant change for the offshore energy industry”.      Almost half of the jobs in the UK’s 

offshore energy industry will be supported by the offshore wind sector, which is the largest 

in the world and could support up to 90,000 roles by 2030 under a new deal with the 

government to support a quadrupling of wind power capacity.  Meanwhile a fifth of offshore 

energy industry jobs in 2030, or 40,000 roles, will be linked to other clean energy sectors 

such as producing hydrogen from renewable energy, or capturing and storing the carbon 

emissions from factories and heavy industry under the seabed. 

The number of jobs supported by the North Sea oil and gas industry is expected to fall to 

40% of all offshore energy jobs, or just over a third of the total, as the oil industry continues 

to decline.  

WHAT WE EAT 

Grow your Own Food     Sadly, the challenging weather conditions during April and May 

have taken their toll on the annual veg seedlings.  Many gardeners and gardening 

columnists are saying we are around 3 -4 weeks behind, with courgettes yet to flower and 

fruit, and beans still climbing the poles.  The message from at least 3 gardening columnists is 

to sow vegetable seeds again now, climbing beans, beetroot, carrot, outdoor cucumbers, 

lettuce for summer, kale, into modules if space is short or slugs and snails are rampant.  

Another sowing towards the end of the month of all veg seeds especially winter cabbage, 

romaneso, broccoli, kale, dwarf beans will ensure autumn and winter veg.  It’s easy to 

scatter marigold, phacelia, limnanthes or nasturtium seeds around to cover bare earth after 

hoeing, and help pollinators, and everything’s growing quickly now. 

John Harrison, a leading allotmenteer, has re-issued his book ‘ Low Cost Living: How to Live 

Well for Less’, available to order online, with a free seed packets offer. 

Increasing numbers of people continue to want to grow their own food, and are finding new 

ways of securing a plot.    ‘Allot Me’ is a new  Airbnb-style  way for people in the UK to rent 

their spare outdoor space to those seeking somewhere to grow their own fruit veg and 

plants.  The minimum length for any garden rental is one season or three months, and hosts 



set the price.  Current listings are around £20 -25 a month.                                                  

Sharing garden space is not a new idea, but this scheme is a new way of helping meet the 

rising demand for green space.  Waiting lists for allotments in cities, and sometimes in 

parishes, can be years long.  

If anyone has spare garden space but is not sure about offering it to strangers, why not put 

the word out to neighbours?  For a larger plot which could be divided between several 

people or families, if you contact allotment organisations like the SWCAA (South West 

Counties Allotment Association www.swcaa.co.uk ) they can put people in touch with you, 

and provide insurance at a very reasonable cost. It’s a great way of reaching out, swapping 

spare plants, and having someone on hand to water your plants when you’re away. 

Crickets.  Yes, the insect.  Spain’s Origen Farm produces 3 tonnes of crickets each 35-day 

cycle, 80% of which are ground into protein-rich flour made into pasta, snackbars and 

crackers. Focussing on Mexican-inspired range, tortilla chips are also produced. Frozen 

crickets are shipped to the Netherlands to make the flour, which is sent back to Spain for 

cooking, as Spanish law doesn’t allow insects to be processed into flour for human 

consumption, although actually cooking with flour made from insects is permitted. This is a 

new company, and exports will start up depending on further investment and scalability.   It 

may be a while before cricket snacks arrive in the supermarket. 

Fish and Seafood:     The Netflix documentary SEASPIRACY exposes the horrors of 

slaughtered dolphins, exploited workers, farmed salmon and a plastic-fouled Pacific. 80-90 

million tonnes of wildlife, fish and seafood, are removed from the oceans every year.   A 

plant-based diet is the obvious option suggested.                                                                                                                              

A study by Paul Greenberg, author of the bestseller Four Fish, and The Climate Diet, 

discusses SEASPIRACY.  He finds there is a strong argument for not eating fish, or at least not 

eating the most unsustainable products of the seafood industry, for those of us who don’t 

live in a developing world community which relies on seafood as their primary source of 

protein.  Greenberg calls for a return to the community-based roots of fishing and seafood 

harvesting.                                                                                                                                          

Seafood  which he suggests as being more sustainable, or acceptable in sustainability terms,  

are farmed oysters, mussels and clams, which feed by filtering water; Alaskan sockeye 

salmon, where fishers and conservations worked together to fight off a copper and gold 

mine project at Bristol Bay, sparing a large area of wild territory; Peruvian anchoveta, 10% 

of global seafood catch, almost all of it reduced to feed pellets, almost  none of it eaten 

direct by humans; fish caught for your own consumption by rod and line.   

THE WATER WE SWIM IN:    

Planning to swim, dive, surf, or paddle this summer?  Surfers Against Sewage (SAS) have 

produced an award-winning app, covering over 390 locations and rivers and streams where 

water testing data is available, the free Safer Seas and Rivers Service App.   

Last year SAS sent out 2,941 alerts notifying app users of sewage overflows.  With the app, 

you can use templates to add data about water quality, and report any sickness you or your 



family suffer from time spent in water, to add to the SAS database, which they use to 

challenge government and water companies on water pollution.   

REWILDING:   

What about rewilding public land?  So far, the rewilding movement has been driven by 

private landowners.  A study published by the Inkcap Journal gives some information about 

rewilding on public land owned by local authorities, after asking every Council in England 

how they define rewilding, what they are doing to rewild, and what they are spending on it.  

You have to subscribe to Inkcap to read the full report, but it’s fair to say that there is a wide 

range of rewilding behaviours described by different Councils, from nil to substantial 

investments. 

End the mowing of road verges: Local Authorities are urged to end mowing of road verges 

to create a huge wildlife habitat, covering an area the size of Dorset, or 1.2% of Great 

Britain, in a report by University of Exeter researchers and the UK Centre for Ecology and 

Hydrology. Previous research has shown that reducing mowing to just once or twice a year 

provides more flowers for pollinators, allows plants to set seed and creates better habitats 

for other animals.  

NATURE AND WILDLIFE  

The Woodland Trust has produced a 250 page State of the UK’s Woods and Trees to inform 

people about their ongoing campaign to save woodland and woodland wildlife, with a range 

of simple actions we can take to help.  ‘ Although woodland cover is slowly increasing, 

woodland wildlife is decreasing.  Only 7% of the UK’s native woods are in a healthy sate. 

Since 1970, woodland bird numbers have dropped by 29%.’ 

 ‘ 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE  

Leading up to COP 26    It’s less than 6 months until the Conference of the Parties, COP26, 

the UN Climate Crisis summit in Glasgow.    There have been some momentous 

developments, favourable and unfavourable, with some forward looking and essential 

decision making by lawmakers, governments and businesses, and backward and destructive 

steps by others. 

A landmark judgment in The Hague has ruled that the oil giant Shell and its suppliers must 

cut emissions by 45% by 2030 from 2019 levels, as mandated by the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change. The court found Shell's current commitment to reduce emissions 

intensity by 20% by 2030 was insufficient.   This is the first time that a court has ruled a 

company needs to reduce its emissions in line with global climate goals, according to Friends 

of the Earth Netherlands. 

Climate Action has produced a review of activity by businesses, governments, and non-

governmental organisations ( NGOs);          The UK annual government update of data on UK  

major air pollutants has been published, showing that the pandemic and lockdown brought air 

pollution down to record lows in 2020;                                                                                                                                  



Transport accounts for 25% of global emissions.  In the UK, 4  Climate Action Transport Transition 

Summit sessions were held in May about how to tackle the critical challenges in transport 

decarbonisation, with speakers from  the UK Government, Virgin Hyperloop Unilever, IKEA, 

Maersk, City of Rotterdam and City of Madrid:                                                                                       

‘Race to Zero’ strengthens and clarifies its  campaign criteria    
 

 

Ending coal production:   
 

 

 On 21st May the world’s richest nations have agreed to end their financial support for coal 

development overseas, in a major step towards phasing out the dirtiest fossil fuel. After nearly 

two days of wrangling at a meeting of the G7 environment and energy ministers, hosted virtually 

by the UK on Thursday and Friday, all reaffirmed their commitment to limiting global heating to 

1.5C, and committed to phasing out coal and fully decarbonising their energy sectors in the 2030s. 

The International Energy Agency ( IEA) said earlier in May that all new developments of fossil fuels 

must end this year to give the world a good chance of keeping within the 1.5C limit. A 

recent increase in the use of coal, after last year’s lockdowns around the world, is largely 

responsible for what is forecast by the global energy watchdog to be the second biggest rise in 

emissions on record this year. The IEA has set out milestones for a pathway to net zero CO₂ 

carbon emissions in 2050.                                                                                        John Kerry, the US 

climate envoy, said the US was determined to bring forward policies consistent with keeping 

within a temperature rise of 1.5C above pre-industrial levels, including phasing out coal. Referring 

to the IEA advice, he said the US would phase out unabated coal-fired power, which means power 

stations without technology to capture and store carbon dioxide 

The  IEA Report, its most comprehensive analysis of how to achieve net zero by 2050, was 

commented on by several publications: 

• No new fossil-fuel powered cars after 2035 

• Decarbonisation of global electricity generation by 2040 

• No new fossil fuel boilers should be sold from 2025 

• If governments are serious about the climate crisis, there can be no new investments in 

oil, gas and coal, from now – from this year.” 

• “More and more countries are coming up with net zero commitments, which is very good, 

but I see a huge and growing gap between the rhetoric [from governments] and the 

reality.” 

The IEA report was written to inform discussions at the COP26 climate conference, chaired by 

the UK in Glasgow in November. 

Unlike several European countries, the UK has committed to continued oil and gas 

exploration.   In March, the UK government said North Sea licences would be offered, as long 

as projects passed a “climate compatibility” test. In September 2020, the Oil & Gas Authority 

offered 113 new offshore licence areas to 65 companies.     Onshore licences were last offered 

in the UK in 2015. Just a handful of planning applications have been made for exploration in 

these areas but there has been no drilling, mainly because of the ongoing moratorium on 

fracking.    Exploration for onshore oil and gas in previously-licensed areas is continuing in 

England. Rathlin Energy is seeking to drill an extra six wells at one of its oil and gas sites in East 



Yorkshire and add another two sites in the area.                                                                               

UK Oil & Gas is pursuing planning applications in Surrey and the Isle of Wight. There are also 

applications being considered in Cheshire and Nottinghamshire (IGas), Lincolnshire (Egdon 

Resources) and Rotherham (Ineos).                                                                                                     

The UK financial industry, Britain’s banks and asset managers, is one of the UK’s largest 

contributors to the climate crisis, a study published by Greenpeace and the World Wildlife Fund 

shows, who are calling on the government to introduce new regulations that would bring the 

sector in line with Paris agreement targets, which aim to limit global temperature increases to 

1.5C above pre-industrial levels. The amount of CO2 production financed by Britain’s banks and 

asset managers is nearly double the UK’s annual carbon emissions, based on a sample of 15 banks 

and 10 asset managers.  

Fracking process application approved in North Lincolnshire  On May 18th Union Jack Oil 

announced that the proppant squeeze planned for the Wressle oil well in North Lincolnshire had 

been approved. A proppant squeeze involves the injection of fluid and proppant, such as sand, 

into the rock formation to improve the flow of hydrocarbons.      The Environment Agency regards 

it as a form of low-volume fracking because the injection pressure is high enough to fracture 

rocks.       The process needs a hydraulic fracturing plan (HFP), which outlines what an operator 

would do to minimise the risks of earth tremors from fracking. It also states how the hydraulic 

fracturing process would be monitored and controlled.  The HFP must be approved independently 

by both the Environment Agency (EA) and the Oil & Gas Authority. 

Carbon offsetting: 

 An analysis about  carbon offsetting and tropical rainforests concludes that carbon offsetting is 

not enough to avert climate disaster.  

 

 

To opponents, carbon credits and carbon trading are a distraction while we dither over the 

systemic reforms.                                                                                                                                   

To supporters, offsetting and the sale of carbon credits produce a flow of money to 

developing countries to help them preserve carbon sinks and develop their economies along 

low-carbon lines. REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation) aims to 

provide forest owners with an alternative to logging and exploitation, by allowing them to 

raise money for protecting forests based on the carbon value of keeping forests standing or 

restoring them to health.  Problems like loggers taking highest value trees, and partial 

logging, mean that avoided deforestation is not accepted by leading offsetting programmes 

like the Gold Standard ( World Wildlife Fund and others)                                                                                      

To keep the world’s forests standing, at least $100bn needs to flow to heavily forested 

developing countries each year.   

Agreement on a concerted plan for this at the UN Climate Summit at CoP26 this year is 

probably our last chance to save the world’s remaining tropical forests 

The 2021 Energy Transition Summit took place this week on the 25 & 27 May, providing key 

market insights, trends and opportunities over the next decade as the energy sector 



prepares to support a global green economy was clear from the discussions that net zero by 

2050 will be economically achievable if there is an increase in investment and clearer 

regulation set out by governments. After the recent court order for Shell to cut carbon 

emissions by 45% by 2030, Ed Daniels spoke to David Knipe at Oliver Wyman on Shell's 

commitments and the crucial role they will play in the clean energy future. 

AIR POLLUTION  

Birmingham is to launch a clean air zone for  private cars, with a £8 charge for older,  polluting 

cars to enter the city centre, with buses coaches and HGVs charged £50 a day it was reported 

on 30th May. 

PLASTIC POLLUTION    

Since most plastic is made from oil and gas – especially fracked gas – the production and 

consumption of plastic are becoming a significant driver of the climate crisis,” said Al Gore, 

the US environmentalist and former Vice-President. The plastic waste crisis grows every 

year. In the next five years, global capacity to produce virgin polymers for single-use plastics 

could grow by more than 30%.                                                                                                              

By 2050 plastic is expected to account for 5%-10% of greenhouse gas emissions. A Report by 

an Australian Foundation, with the London School and Economics and Stockholm 

Environment Institute, has found that  twenty firms produce 55% of world’s plastic waste , 

fuelling the climate crisis and creating an environmental catastrophe, new research reveals, 

both state-owned and multinational corporations, including oil and gas giants and chemical 

companies, according to a comprehensive new analysis.                                                               

The Plastic Waste Makers index reveals for the first time the companies who produce the 

polymers that become throwaway plastic items, from face masks to plastic bags and bottles, 

which at the end of their short life pollute the oceans or are burned or thrown into landfill.  

These plastic waste producers are funded by leading banks, including Barclays, HSBC, Bank 

of America, Citigroup and JP Morgan Chase.  

Plastic debris on the remote Henderson and Cocos Islands is found in a study by University 

of Tasmania and London Nature History Museum researchers, published in May, to raise 

temperatures by nearly 2.5C, killing hermit crabs, and threatening turtle populations. 

 

 


