
A  Newsletter from District Councillor Karin Haverson

Sandford, Winscombe & Banwell

Despite Covid lockdowns – community support has flourished

I was delighted to be elected in May 2019. At that time, who could have realised that from March 2020 onwards
we would find ourselves in the midst of this national and international emergency?

However, one thing has come as no surprise, and that is the kindness and solidarity shown by our fantastic
residents. I am proud to have helped our village remain connected and I have promoted and supported
collaboration between North Somerset Council, our Parish Councils and community groups.

The Banwell Bypass and its effect on Sandford
This has been more than 40 years in coming! North Somerset Council finally managed to get government funding
for this huge project. It will come as a big relief for Banwell, but like most things, there is a price to pay in the form
of extra houses and extra traffic for surrounding villages, especially Sandford.

That is why I fully support efforts to reduce the speed limits in our parish to 20 mph. But I favour asking all
residents if they support this and not to impose it without asking.

Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council is consulting on this. Please respond by email at
20mphzones @wins combeands andford-pc .gov.uk and/or by completing the Online Survey, available at the
Parish Council website. The deadline for responses is 1s t June .

If the parish as a whole is not in favour, I would fully support a ‘stand alone’ application for Sandford. I also
support looking how to make cycling safer through the village.

Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council is consulting on this. Please respond by email at
20mphzones@winscombeandsandford-pc.gov.uk and/or by completing the Online Survey, available at the
Parish Council website. The deadline for responses is 1st June.

20’s Plenty – what do you think?

Why 20mph? The goal is to make walking and cycling safer and
more enjoyable, as well as reducing pollution and CO2! But we
need to know what you think.



School Transport to Churchill Academy
Our children have enjoyed free transport for many years because there is no pavement on the walking route to
school, even though most of Winscombe is less than three miles from Churchill Academy. But, following a
government push and funding for safer walking to schools during the pandemic, in August last year parents
were informed that the school bus between Winscombe and Churchill Academy would be withdrawn.

Is there a safe walking route or cycling link?
I am concerned about the state of the so-called footpath, safeguarding issues on the Strawberry Line and the initial
suggestion that children should cycle along the A371, although I support walking and cycling. We all know that more
activity benefits our children physically and mentally. But I do not want them to be pushed into parents’ cars or an
unsafe walking route!

Can this be resolved?
I can report some progress. I’ve had many talks (and walks!) with
officers and other councillors about these issues. I have been
assured that:
• the footpath will be improved by drainage
• the cycling option will be made safer
• an alternative mode of transport is now available in the form of

the new 51 bus for those days when walking or cycling is not
really possible

But I am not happy yet…...

Three possible routes for the Banwell Bypass
This has been more than 40 years in coming! North Somerset Council finally managed to get government funding
for this huge project. It will come as a big relief for Banwell, but, like most things, there is a price to pay in the form
of extra houses near Banwell and extra traffic for surrounding villages.

I am supporting the Parish Council in its efforts to get as much improvement for the village itself as possible, with a
pleasant street scene, shops and cafes and improved facilities for walking. The new Green Infrastructure Strategy
recently passed by NSC will require a 10% net gain in biodiversity around the bypass, and the Active Travel
Strategy will require an integrated cycle way.

Have your say

There are surveys being carried out at present to find the best route out of a choice of three. The choice will
depend on their findings, but also on the input by you, the local residents. So please take part in the public
consultations which will happen soon.

But I am also concerned about the extra traffic which any new road scheme invariably triggers and I want to make
sure that this scheme is not seen in isolation, but integrated into an improvement for the surrounding road network.

New bus for Banwell

There is a new bus between Weston and Langford, with
connections in Langford to go to the airport and all the way
to Bristol. It is bus 51, operated by Stagecoach West, so
have a look at the time table. Running every two hours.



Bristol Airport appeals against planning permission refusal
Last year North Somerset Council refused Bristol Airport planning permission to expand by up to 50%.
The three Green Party councillors, together with the vast majority of councillors from the Rainbow
Alliance, and working together with local parishes and local environmental groups, were proud to
contribute to keeping Bristol Airport within its current generous limits.

Now the airport has appealed against this decision. Consequently a public enquiry will begin in July
and is expected to last for about two months. We hope that the enquiry will recognise that expansion
means :

Karin: Working for t his Ward and Get t ing Things Done

Housing in North Somerset –more than just how many!
Local residents are rightly worried as the Government tells North Somerset Council they must create a
Local Plan to accommodate 20,000 new homes by 2038 (two Clevedons!). Indeed, Council leaders
have asserted that this is an arbitrary figure produced by a ‘mutant algorithm’ which could threaten the
green belt.

I understand the need for more homes but we have to look carefully at how many are needed, where
they are built and how affordable and sustainable they are. Residents have raised other issues with me
such as:

• increased air pollution affecting health and quality of life;
• gridlock on already congested roads;
• destruction of the green belt for car parks; and
• noise pollution from flights day and night.

and it will prevent us from meeting our Climate Emergency
targets

• the need for high energy-efficiency standards
• the need for local services
• the availability of public transport
• the impact on flood risk
• the impact on green belt
• the impact on biodiversity
• the impact on our carbon footprint

I shall be keeping a close watch on further developments in the Local Plan to make sure that residents’
concerns and issues are taken into account.

The Triangle Junction in Winscombe
Modifications to the Triangle junction at Church Road have caused much concern. The new layout started out as

a traffic-calming measure to reduce speeding and to protect walkers emerging from a footpath straight onto the
highway. But cars, tractors and cyclists persistently mis-use the one-way section, because the layout is so
awkward. I’ve called on Council officers to try and remedy this and modifications have been made. But problems
persist. I shall continue to press for a solution before a serious accident occurs. However, on a positive note, there
is now a new walkway, making life easier and safer for pedestrians!

If you have a comment or concern about your community, I would like to hear from you.  Here are
the ways you can get in touch: Tel 01934 843766, or  Email : karin.haverson@n-somerset.gov.uk


