
May 17th to 23rd is  United Nations Global Road Safety Week.
Most of the world’s countries belong to the United Nations, 
working for international peace and co-operation, including 
us in the United Kingdom.  
.



The most important message of United Nations Global Road 
Safety Week is for a 20 mph speed limit  on roads where 
people live, walk, cycle or play, which are shared with motor 
vehicles.





In our country, the United Kingdom Government, Public 
Health England, and the National Institute for Health and 
Care Excellence, support 20 mph speed limits for roads 
where walkers and cyclists mix with motor traffic.



21 million people in the United 
Kingdom already live in areas which 
have 20 mph speed limits.

There is strong public support for 20 
mph limits.  

Support for 20 mph is growing.  

People who live in 20 mph limit areas 
enjoy being able to walk and cycle 
safely, without the worry of speeding 
traffic.



The faster a motor vehicle is driven, the more dangerous it 
is for people.

This chart, using figures from the Department for 
Transport, shows that if a car is driven at 30 mph and there 
is a collision, 7 out of 100 people are killed.  If a car is 
driven at 20 mph and there is a collision, one in 100 people 
are killed





Children and young people are most at risk from collisions with 
motor traffic on streets where they live, play and travel to school.

Sadly, every day 3000 children and young people are killed or 
seriously injured on the roads worldwide.

Scientists have looked into why  more children have more road 
accidents. They have  found that vehicles which are travelling faster 
appear less noticeable to children than slower vehicles.  This creates 
a dangerous illusion, where children do not realise that faster 
vehicles are approaching them.

20 mph speed limits can help protect children from making risky 
road crossing choices.

To learn more:
http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2011/03/04/0956797611400917

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=13273

http://pss.sagepub.com/content/early/2011/03/04/0956797611400917
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=13273


A 20 mph limit brings many benefits:

People feel safer and happier in their neighbourhood 
when traffic speeds are lower,  and take more exercise 
like cycling and walking.

Motorists, cyclists, pedestrians and horse riders can use 
the roads together, safely and fairly.

Motor vehicles make less noise and create less air 
pollution.  Pollution is very damaging to people’s health. 

Greenhouse gas emissions, which cause climate change,  
are reduced. Fewer emissions mean less impact on our 
climate. 





United Nations Global Road Safety Week is about 
countries coming together and agreeing to encourage 
people and governments to bring in 20 mph speed 
limits for roads where people live, walk and cycle, but 
share the roads with motorised traffic.  

The United Kingdom government pledged to support 20 
mph speed limits across the country in 2020. 
The Welsh government agreed to 20 mph speed limits 
for residential areas across Wales in July 2020.

In North Somerset, we can all support 20 mph speed 
limits for where we live, walk, cycle and play.

20 mph- a little bit slower, 
but a whole lot better and safer.



This presentation is brought to you by ‘20’s Plenty North Somerset, part of the 
national 20’s Plenty campaign to bring in wide-area 20 mph limits for residential 
streets and streets where walkers, cyclists and other road users mix with 
motorised traffic.

For more information about the North Somerset campaign, please contact us at 
northsomerset@20splentyforus.org.uk

or find us on Facebook     
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404083953292502

For more information about the National campaign visit www.20splenty.org

To join the 20’s Plenty for Us Campaign, contact the Campaign Manager, 
Anna Semlyen anna.s@20splenty.org

mailto:northsomerset@20splentyforus.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1404083953292502
http://www.20splenty.org/
mailto:anna.s@20splenty.org

